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TOPNOTC

Joan Saslow e Allen Ascher

Top Notch is an award-winning communicative course for adults and young adults that sets new
standards for reflecting how English is used as an international language. Over 3 million students
worldwide have learned English using the Top Notch program.

WHAT TEACHERS SAY ABOUT TOP NOTGH

We like Top Nolch for several reasons. The communicalive approach it uses
allows students to apply the grammar and vocabulary leamed to real communicative
situations. Supplemental materials (Top Notch TV, Workbook) are great tools.
Top Notch revolutionized our program. Enrollment has gone up since we
started with the series.

MEET THE AUTHORS
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JOAN SASLOW

Joan Saslow has taught in a variety of programs in South America and
the United States. She currently participates in the English Language
Specialist Program in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs. She is author of a number of multi-level integrated-skills
courses: Ready to Go; Workplace Plus; and Literacy Plus. Joan is the seties
director of True Colors and True Voices.

ALLEN ASCHER

Allen Ascher has been a teacher and a teacher trainer in China and

the United States and taught in the TESOL Certificate Program at the New
School in New York. He was also academic director of the International
English Language Institute at Hunter College. Allen is author of the “Teaching
Speaking” module of Teacher Development Interactive, an innovative online
multimedia teacher-training program, and of Think about Editing: A Grammar
Editing Guide for ESL.
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PROVEN PEDAGOGY, DEMONSTRATED RESULTS = cuio anii.goen yuas uies
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(together with Summit) is a six-level communicative English course for adults Ik ohigel as gans Summit 3 Top Notch

and young adults. SYLas ;g Ylilsa sl = el 0y, L

Top Noich Fundamentals: For false beginners sbuballyl oy Sl dalac 7 qudS o dls e

Top Nofch 1: For students who have completed 7o el Fundamentals et
Top Notch 2: For high-beginning students 394725 51 Top Notch Fundamentals
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Top Nofch 3: For low-intermediate students
Summit 1. For high-intermediate students
Summit 2: For advanced students l ® GOAL: Each two-page lesson has a communication goal.
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Each level of the 1

course contains enough material
for 80 to 100 hours of classroom
instruction.

GOAL

The goal of the course is to make
English unforgettable, enabling
learners to understand, speak,
read, and write English accurately,
confidently, and fluently.

Three key features are emblematic
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students have achieved the communication goal of the lesson.
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Grammar, vocabulary, and social language are integrated around practical and informational 5 6_,‘._'.;,5 ;,l_g_,_._a;g_a J3>a Jgs aaylss
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A real strength of the series in general is the development of topics... real-world, interesting... the goals 430l 2 g g0 Ol Sl y8 aasl p8 L jane
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THE LEADER IN GLOBAL GOMMUNICATION

prepares students to communicate in English with a
diverse array of speakers around the world who have a wide range
of native and non-native accents. While all language models in

7 are in standard American English, the course takes a
proactive approach to integrating a variety of regional, national,
and nan-native accents throughout the listening texts and in the
video program,

CULTURAL FLUENCY WITH SPEAKERS
OF ENGLISH FROM AROUND THE WORLD

is unique in including a cultural fluency syllabus in
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Accented speskers: Language backgrounds are always identified : % 5 2 = 5 s
Culture and intercuftural issues are everywhere in the series ... so important, interesting,

refevant, and moltivating for students. At the same time, you manage to remain cufturally

neutral, and I can imagine that the book will work both in Asia and Latin America.




WHAT TEACHERS ASKED FOR it s eI

CLEAR DIFFERENTIATION
BETWEEN FUNDAMENTALS
AND LEVEL 1

We diferentiate the topics, vocabulary, and
grammar taught in each level more clearly
so that students can see their own
progress.
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MORE GRAMMAR
PRACTICE

The Grammar Booster expands the
presentation with additional
explanations, examples, grammar
points, timely reviews, as well as
additional practice.
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CLEARER PAGE DESIGN, WITH
MORE PHOTOS

New design of every page with a clearer
labelling of lesson parts makes instructional
content & learning goals explicit.

Higher proportion of photos to art.
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1 like the conversation models and the reading. The first provides variations and substitutions of phrases and

vocabulary, which is great as students have something to ‘hold on to.” The latter supplies rea/-fife

information that is related to the topic and actually savas us, the feachers, time looking for related matsrials

for discussion.
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EXTRA READING COMPREHENSION: The ActiveBook in the back of the
Student's Book contains more reading comprehension guestians, both
factual and critical thinking, as well as even more reading passages and
exercises for all units cavered.
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A SYSTEMATIC WRITING
SYLLABUS

The addition of an integrated writing syllabus
with the all new Writing Booster teaches and
practices key writing skills. Beginning with

1 7, students learn the basics of how
ta write sentences carrectly, develop a
paragraph, and move toward writing essays.



THE SECOND EDITION STUDENT'S BOOK

A revised Praview Lesson sets the context of the unit, activates prior
knowledge, and gets students thinking and talking about the topic of the unit.

A COMMUNICATION
GOAL FOR EACH
CLASS SESSION

Each two-page lesson in

Top Notch is designed for one
class session of 45-60
minutes, and has a clearly
stated communication goal to
make each class purposeful.

ENHANCED PEDAGOGY FOR SPEAKING

A clear pedagogical pathway extends practice and maximizes the benefits of the conversation model.
[EIRENTENE vt oot n it |
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CONVERSATION MODELS: Short practical
conversations make target language, grammar, and
wvocabulary memorahble,

PAIR WORK: The Conversation Model is provided in
a 'canversation guide' with blank spaces for students’
own language, permitting them to practice the model
and parsonalize it at the same time.

RECYCLE BOX: Language reminders ensure use af
previously learmed language.

CHANGE PARTNERS: Clear direcltions ensure multiple

opportunities for extended communication practice. 4/ =
DONT STOP] Suggests ways ta extend the conversatian
beyond the model, ensuring that students recycle and
reuse previously learned language.
EXPLICIT

PRESENTATIONS OF
VOCABULARY,
GRAMMAR, AND
SOCIAL LANGUAGE

| Clear grammar explanations =—

“ocabulary meaning
defined with clear
illustrations, photos, and
definitions, and

presented as wards,
phrases, and collocations,

Every unit includes a pr igtion focus that prep

understand natural spoken English and prodi it

ml Understand sirport
-

students to both

f

AN EXPANSIVE
LISTENING STRAND
Listening is woven
throughout all the lessons,
ensuring that students
become accustomed to
spoken English.

All vocabulary il
presentations and

reading texts are

recorded to ensure that
students become

accustomed to authentic
pronunciation and

chunking.
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THE SEGOND EDITION STUDENT'S BOOK

| CRITICAL THINKING: A range of reading skills and sfrategies are covered.

NEW READING TEXTS
Most readings have been
replaced or updated, giving
fresh topics for student
engagement.

[IY8 Descrine transportation protikems

AUTHENTIC READINGS: Authentic
readings from identified sources .
prepare students to comprehend real

reading materials in English.

MULTI-SKILL REVIEW
Interactive self-study activities on ActiveBook
continue speaking, pronunciation,

listening, reading, grammar, and vocabulary
practice outside the classroom.

LISTEMING: Review always starts with a
listening activity.

ge and ot icating ideas.

WRITING: End-of-unit writing topics provide a frea
production opportunity for recycling previously taught

A DIGITAL LEARNING TOOL

Every Student’s Book comes with an ActiveBook,
a self-study disc that reinforces language
learning outside the classroom.

A Student’s Book in digital format with full
audio
Record-yourself speaking practice
listening and reading comprehension
activities
Extra grammar and vocabulary practice
Top Notch Pop and karacke
daily activity records
printable unit study guides

GOMPLETE AND FLEXIBLE

Each level of the course contains enough material for 80 to 100 hours of classroom
instruction. Split editions with bound-in workbooks are also available. A wide choice of
supplementary components makes it easy to tailor 1 to the needs of diverse classes and
programs or to expand the total number of hours.

COMPLETE ASSESSMENT
PACKAGE WITH EXAMVIEW ®
SOFTWARE

Easy-to-score photocopiable unit
achievement tests assess listening,
vocabulary, grammar, social language,
reading, and writing.

FULL-COURSE PLACEMENT
TESTS

A combined Listening, Reading and
General test accurately places students
into the Top Notch and Summit program.
Optional Speaking tests are also available.
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" ORAL REVIEW: Activities
recycle grammar, vocabulary,
and social language and
make speaking assessment
easy.

SELF ASSESSMENT:
ensures that students see
their own progress and
maotivates tham to continus.
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Photocopiable games, puzzles
and information gaps for each
Student’s Book lesson ensure
communicative interaction in the
classroom and provide a
welcome change of pace. Just
copy, and you're ready to go!
Detailed teaching notes for
each activity.
Extra "Find someone who”
activities in the back.



SECOND EDITION

Summit is a two-level high-intermediate/advanced course that provides the post-intermediate learner
with an integrated set of skills for global communication.

UPDATED STUDENT BOOK DESIGN & CONTENT

Activity headings and instructions are more explicit and clearly stated to highlight the pedagogy. Increased opportunities for Debate,
Presentations, and Projects prepare learners for higher-level communication.

Preview Lesson: Activity headings highlight critical thinking skills, reading strategies, Tt sl hin sl shas sans SUMIMIL
and personalization. iy s 488 by g adoasgie YU

1 3k )0 sl s gla de gaas ol

3 s i o albslad )

Bt Grammar Lesson: ol U.'.‘:“-‘”fL.. .
et L, 8

Activity following Grammar Snapshot
highlights a critical thinking skill or reading
strategy. Students are encouraged to explain
their answers in Grammar Practice.

Culminating activity in NOW YOU CAN R e . L:rls J.".‘LJ"'“"W
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Conversation Lesson:

In Canversation Snapshot, conversation
strategies are highlighted. Students are
reminded to “Use the Conversation
Strategies” in culminating Now You Can
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Reading Lesson: e e ) g o el
Reading activity headers and instructions
highlight reading strategies. Discussion
activities highlight critical thinking.
A small insert informs students of printable ""J'I"" S
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Listening Lesson:

Listening comprehension activity headers
and instructions highlight listening
strategies. Discussion activities highlight
critical thinking.
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